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Theater at Monmouth Dedicates 2018 Season  
to the Memory of Nancy Bates Ludewig 

 

 

Monmouth, Maine – This summer, Theater at Monmouth celebrates wily, wicked, and wonderful women 
through classic literature’s most fantastic females. In this spirit, TAM dedicates the 2018 Roar: The Year of 
the Woman Season to Nancy Bates Ludewig. For the residents of Monmouth that is exactly what “Nance” 
represented—a force of nature, an iron will, and a tremendous heart. If there was a need, she would fill it; 
from Neighbors Helping Neighbor’s Fuel Fund fundraising events to the Monmouth Healthy Meals Backpack 
Program, from Mayfair and Garden Club to annual Christmas Shows in Cumston Hall, Nancy brought people 
together. The board, staff, and artists of Theater at Monmouth express our sincerest gratitude to you, Nancy, 
for making this little theatre, in this little town a brighter place for all. 
 
 “Nancy demonstrated her love for her family, friends and community by giving of time, her knowledge, her 
own belongings. Very few people throughout the history of the town of Monmouth have contributed more than 
she has.”—David Libby, Monmouth Museum 
 
Nancy Ludewig refused to let Cumston Hall be a stodgy edifice in the center of town; she saw it as the 
centerpiece, a gathering place, and a thread to the town’s rich history. Something that came to life itself when 
filled with community members. She started a children’s drama program to give students the opportunity to 
create characters, express themselves artistically, and share their voices. For many years, she and husband, 
Doug greeted Theater at Monmouth audiences—from near and far—welcoming them not only into the 
building but to a way of life, here in Monmouth. 
 
Her husband of 55 years shared that “Nancy would be greatly honored to have such a dedication. For some 
reason she never thought about being recognized for all that she did. She just did it and never expected that 
what she did would be remembered as being anything exceptional.”—Doug Ludewig 

 
Nancy wrote a poem celebrating her beloved Monmouth, which she updated for the town’s 225th Celebration 
in 2017; here’s part that highlights Cumston Hall: 
 

Cumston Hall’s a landmark. The Library’s on the first floor.  
To see great architecture and murals just walk through the tall, narrow, dark brown doors.  
Walk up the stairs, there’s a balcony. Sounds all around, you’ll hear---  
Maybe Gilbert and Sullivan, or children’s plays, and, certainly William Shakespeare.  
This building, designed by Harry Cochrane, dedicated in 1900, the 28th of June.  
Has boxes and murals and trapdoors and lights, and is noted for speeches and playing of tunes!  
So, stay in Monmouth and rest a spell and live here the whole year through.  
You’ll love the land and admire the people. Monmouth is GOOD for you!!!  
--Excerpted from Monmouth History: Raising the Curtain on 225 Years, Monmouth Museum, Inc. 

 
Nancy Bates Ludewig was GOOD for Monmouth. 
 
Producing Artistic Director, Dawn McAndrews says, “We discussed a number of ways to honor Nancy 
Ludewig’s contribution not only to the Monmouth Community but also for her support of Cumston Hall and 
Theater at Monmouth. We wanted a gesture that reflected Nancy’s spirit of giving and her life-long 
commitment to this town.” 
 
Theater at Monmouth will rename Monmouth Nights for 2018 as Nancy Ludewig Memorial Monmouth Nights 
and expand opportunities for year-round Monmouth residents to attend productions for $10 not only on the 
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first Thursday of each production (as the program currently exists) but on any Thursday evening or Saturday 
evening performance throughout the summer. Year-round residents may purchase one $10 ticket per 
production; guests “from away” and summer residents would pay full price. The Theater’s Board of Directors 
felt that dedicating the season to Nancy and inviting the community to gather together in celebration seemed 
a fitting tribute for a life lived in service to others. 

  
MONMOUTH, MAINE 

Monmouth is located just off Route 202 in the Winthrop Lakes region of central Maine. By car, the Theater is 
25 minutes from Augusta, 25 minutes from Lewiston, 45 minutes from the Mid-Coast region, 50 minutes from 
Portland, and 90 minutes from Bangor. Monmouth and neighboring towns Winthrop, Hallowell, Augusta, and 
Lewiston offer a variety of attractions suitable for the whole family, including the Monmouth Museum, 
Cobbossee Colony Golf Course, Mount Pisgah Hiking Trail, Children’s Discovery Museum, Maine State 
Museum, Viles Arboretum, Bates College Museum of Art, Thorncrag Nature Sanctuary, and more. These 
areas also offer a myriad of dining options including The Sedgley Place, Pepper’s Garden & Grill, DaVinci’s 
Eatery, Fish Bones, Gritty McDuff’s Brewpub & Restaurant, Joyce’s Restaurant, The Liberal Cup, and Slates 
Restaurant. Visitors can enjoy a stay in Monmouth at one of the several bed and breakfasts or nearby hotels, 
including A Rise and Shine B&B, The Roost, Hilton Garden Inn, and Senator Inn & Spa. 
 
CUMSTON  HALL 

All performances take place in historic Cumston Hall, which towers dramatically over Monmouth's Main Street. 
While Dr. Charles M. Cumston donated the funds for the building to the Town of Monmouth in 1899, it has 
always been a gift shared with the community at large. A registered National Historic Building since 1976, the 
building's architecture is a mix of Romanesque-style asymmetrical columns and towers and varying external 
textures of the Queen Anne period. The 250-seat opera hall features elaborate plaster carvings, and a fresco 
mural ceiling.  
 
Year-round Monmouth Residents may reserve Nancy Ludewig Memorial Monmouth Night tickets by calling 
the Box Office at 207.933.9999. 
 

# # # 
 
Theater at Monmouth, founded in 1970, was named the Shakespearean Theater of Maine in 1975. The 
theatre’s mission is to present innovative approaches to Shakespeare and other classic plays through 
professional productions that enrich the lives of people throughout Maine. Since its founding, TAM has 
produced expertly crafted, engaging productions in its three-month Summer Repertory Season entertaining 
audiences from 36 states and through Education Tours annually reaching more than 15,000 students. 


